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President's Letter to the

Membership

Another year has come and gone,
and we have proof yet again that time
goes by faster and faster! As you
watch a clock it doesn't seem to go
that fast, but just watch the pages of a
calendar. I hope that this past year has
been a good one for you, and I am
happy to report that we have made
some progress again with the access
and upkeep of our cemetery.

We'll talk more about this at our
annual meeting, but it sure is nice to
see the results of the work done this
Spring. Volunteers were busy using
tractors (one equipped with a front end
loader, the other with a brush hog),
chain saws, pruning tools, and brush
killer. (Not to mention a little perspi­
ration). I would especially like to
thank Larry and Hazel Voris, and Don
Holdway for their help in the process.
They were very instrumental to the
progress that was made thus far this
year and deserve our thanks! .

We have a special treat in store for
those that can attend our annual mem­
bership meeting on June 3rd. I hope
to see many of you at the home of Vera
Chandler at llam for the meeting,
which will be followed by a covered
dish lunch at Noon. We'll have some
time set aside for music, with singing
of favorite hymns and some bluegrass
musicians as well. If all that isn't
enough for you, how about a visit to
the cemetery! We will have a specially
equipped golf cart operated by Don
Holdway available that day to help
folks navigate the path to and from the
cemetery that afternoon!

Please try to join us June 3rd for
a time of fun with friends and family.
Don't hesitate to call or correspond
with us if you cannot attend this time,
and we will hope to see you next time!

May God bless you and keep you
safe! - Robb Chandler

Cemetery Established 1840

Work Log 2006
1. Tue.4-18 Don Holdway & Larry
Voris cleaned trail offallen trees and
started new trail on the south side of
campground.
2. Fri. 4-21 Larry & Hazel started at
10:00 a.m. and worked till noon re­

moving fallen trees and hauling them
to the north draw and to the pile on
west side. Larry used tractor to haul
away logs and brush. Hazel surveyed
the cemetery and cut brush. Rob
Chandler came about 1:00 p.m. with
another chains. We worked till 3:00
p.m ..
3. Sat. 4-22 Larry & Hazel started
about 9:00 a.m. Hazel worked on the
south road and cleaned a path about 8
foot wide from the southwest entrance
along the south fence to the cemetery.
Larry cut brush down the west fence
line and removed trees on the fence
and worked around the sign. Made
another wider trail for a bigger tractor
to get through to the south end of the
cemetery. We still need to make a bet­
ter entrance at the southwest comer.
We can get in with my tractor but get­
ting out is hard. Had a picnic lunch
and worked till about 1:30 p.m.
4. Fri. 4-28 Larry & Hazel and Robb
started about 8:30 a.m. Robb brought
his tractor and bushhog. We started
on the south end. Larry would walk
ahead and watch for head stones and
Robb would follow with the tractor.
We quit about 11:30 a.m. when the
bushhog sheared a pin and it started
raining harder. Robb and Larry cut a
wider road on the outside to get the
tractors in and out of the gate. We are
still limited on the width of the chip
trail on the size of tractor that can
travel the area.

5. Wed 5-3 Don Holdway with his
brush sprayer and Larry Voris went
out and worked. Don sprayed the
southeast comer as a experiment to
see how effective brush killer would
be on the undergrowth. As of this
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writing it is to early to tell.

The cemetery has a covering of a
creaping vine and it is hard to walk
through and you can't see varmints in
the undercover. There are many sunken
grave sites that you can't see when
mowing or cleaning. The cemetery
hasn't been cleaned for 3-4 years. This
is the first time we have had a tractor
into the area. There many finger size
saplings that the bushhog can clear, but
it can't get in and around the tomb­
stones. This all has to be done by hand.

Following the same thought of get­
ting rid of all the ground cover we can
then see where the graves are and then
can mark with some kind of marker.
Then we can fill the indentations to
make it easier to mow and clean.

We have talked about renting a walk
behind self-propelled brush cutter. This
will not be cheap but is one way of mak­
ing the cleaning easier.

And remember this isn't a one-time
thing. It will have to be done 3-4 times
a year to keep the growth under control.
And hopefully after every cleaning we
will find more head stones. It is time for
another probe of the cemetery for
sunken and fallen head stones.

This was the thinking of the brush
killer. If we can kill the brush and un­
dercover, we can then use a power rake
to clean with and start back with a grass
later. If you all don't want to do this,
then we are wasting our time.

The last time I checked the age of the
membership, there are only 3 or 4 under
the age of 60 and they have full time
jobs. For all of us that are retired, we
have the time but we can't do the heavy
manual labor. This is another reason

we need to get the grounds to a point
that they can be mowed with a riding
mower. We need your comments and
support.

Thanks
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THE ONE ROOM SCHOOL
In Franklin Township, Greene

County, Missouri, stands a house built
around the old Whitlock School. The
dwelling and grounds do not give a clue
that long ago the excited voices of eager
children filled the air as'they responded
to the sound of the school bell.

Whitlock School is mentioned in
David L. Burton's book, A History of
Rnral Schools in Greene County,
Missouri. Whitlock School is #39 on
the list of rural schools and bas this
description:

"Southwest comer of Highway AA
and Farm Road 183. Effective January
1951 became part of Pleasant View R-l.
Reorganized into Springfield District
R-12, April 1968."

" District purchased wal$Jt chairs
for the students in 1939. School photo
that year shows the students seated in
those post-depression chairs."

Irene Law, mother of Pansy Harvey,
Bernie Stiver and Margaret Bredeman,
taught at Whitlock School from 1915­
1920. She kept ajouinal during her
teaching-years, and-the family has­
graciously allowed us to publish a few
of her reminiscences.

"Whitlock School was a large one
room schoolhouse that held about
eighty pUpils. There were two outdoor
toilets on the playground. The boys'
toilet was north and the girls' toilet was
south of the school. A good well with a
pump in it was in front of the school
The playground was about two square
acres. A wooded area was across the
road. Some of the children kept their
horses in sheds built by their parents.
These children had a long way to come
to school"

"In the building there were four
windows toward the back of the room
on each side. There was a blackboanl
across the front and down each side to
the windows. A large wood heating
stove was in the center of the room.
Four rows of double seats were on each
side of the stove. A row of hooks was
across the back of the room to hang the
wraps on. Shelves were in each comer
to put lnnches on. The teacher's desk
was in the frout of the room."

"This school year (1915) I stayed in
a home near the school and walked
one-half mile a day to and from school.
We had about 75 pupils enrolled "

In Irene'sjoumal she included
copies of"Teacher's Term Reports"
where she recorded the number of

pupils eveIYschool year. The number
varied from 67 per year to as many as
78. She descnDed a pie supper one :fall
where every pie was sold and $100 was
collected, and with the money a
teacher's desk and chair were
purchased. Another:fall season a
school firir took place in the district
with schools participating. Its pmpose
was to create more interest in nature
study and agriculture. Spelling
matches were popular with the students
and parents. Every year there would be
a Christmas program with a Christmas
tree and people would place gifts on
and around the tree.

Irene had previously taught at
Bellview School and in general
descnbed some of her dnties. She (and
perhaps a.student) would build_a fire by
using dry com cobs,-kindling and coal
oil. The damper on the stove would
have to beregn1ated throughout the
day. She had to sweep the floor and
dust everything in the room.

Today, 91 years later, it is
interesting to see how things have
changed! Take a look at the article
below.

Rules for 1915 Schoolteachers
• You will not many during the term

of your contract.
• You are not to keep company with

men.
• You must be home between the

hOUTSof 8 p.m. and 6 am. unless
attcmding a school function.

• YOIIl may not loiter down town in
the :icescream stores.

• Yau may not travel beyond the city
limits nnless you have permission
oftlle chainnan of the board.

• You may not ride in a carriage or
automobile with any may unless he
is your father or your brother.

• You may not smoke cigarettes.
• Yon may not dress in bright colors.
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• Yon may nnder no circumstances
dye you hair.

• Yon must wear at least two
petticoats.

• Your dresses must not be any
shorter than two inches above the
ankle.

• To keep the schoolroom clean, you
must sweep the floor at least once
daily, scmb the floor at least once a
week with hot water, clean the
blackboards at least once a day,
and start the :fireat 7 am. so the
room will be warm by 8 am.

These mles appeared in the 1915
teachers' magazine and more recently
in a publication ,called "Buckeye Farm
News." The Gray/Campbell Newsletter
(of Greene County, Missouri) reprinted
it and now it is presented to our
readers.

Prepared by: Jean Rayl

Hazel Voris has about burned her
computer up the last few weelcs after
finding out that the state of Missouri has
~ newJ!~ on th~Jntc::met. Starting --­
in 1910 up through 1955, you can find
death certificates on-line. Some yon can
print off and some yon have to order.
1910 to 1920 you can actually view
these on-line and print them of( From
1921 through about 1955 you can order
them by mail at a cost of $1.()()each.

She has found I new burial in the
Union Campgronnd Cemetery.

Add this Dame to your uee Book

OoteaJis Bedell died April 17, 1912.
She was 18 years old and daUghter of
Julia Bedell. Father's nameunknown.

ClotaBedeU was born Sep.1894. She
was living in the household of Julia
Bedell and 3 other siblings, in 1900
census of Greene County, MO. Nathan
and MaIy Bedell (who have stones in
UCC) had a daughter named Julia, age
4, in the 1870 Greene Co MO Census.

If Julia is their daughter, this girl
would be Nathan & Mary's
granddaughter and is probably buried
close to their graves in the west central
section of the cemeteIy. .




