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Notice of Annual Meeting

Seventh Annual Meeting
and Picnic
Saturday, May 20, 2000
11:30 A M.
The Chandler Farm
4473 E. Farm Road 74
Springfield, Missouri

Meat will be furnished by
the Chandler family as well
as iced tea, coffee, bread and
soft drinks. Picnic supplies
will be available. You are
asked to bring a covered
dish: this can be a salad, a
vegetable or a dessert.

Membership dues will
be collected at the meeting
($15.00 person or $25.00 for
any two persons). Make
checks payable to Union
Campground Cemetery As-
~ sociation.

Please feel free to invite
friends and neighbors, al-
though bring along a little ex-
tra food so there will be
enough for everyone.

Members of the Board of
Directors are asked to come
early (10:00 A.M.) for a brief
business meeting. The meet-
ing should be finished in time
to enjoy the picnic.

A Little History

A little background history
on the Union Campground
Cemetery.

In 1840 the trustees of a
Cumberland Presbyterian
Church purchased 39.6
acres of land in Township
29 ~Range" 21 "Sec "3
Greene County, Missouri,
from a Joseph and Lucinda
Morton for a church and
graveyard.

No documents have been
found concerning the church
until 1866 when the trustees
were selling the land with
the exception of three acres
for a cemetery. Either at that
time or sometime after that
date the old church burned
and no one knows today just
when that incident occurred.

Getting to Know your
Officers
I guess we should start at the
top with Our President
Jean Rayl
I had a big article all

started and was ready to go
to print when the Springfield
Magazine came. Mabel

Taylor did a great job on the
article about Jean and her ac-
complishments. If you all
don’t take the magazine, you
need to get a copy of the May
2000 issue.

Turn to page 34. The only
thing that Mabel left out was
her birth date and those
records have been destroyed.
I guess we’ll never know.

In late 1993, Jean & Jim
Rayl along with her brother,
Bob & Evelyn Gaffga dis-
covered the unattended and
overgrown Union Camp-
ground Cemetery. This be-
came a project of hers along
with her brother Bob. After
much work of cleaning of the
grounds by the Rayls,
Gaffgas and many other vol-
unteers it became neccessary
to form an association to
handle the many legal moves
that needed to be made. Jean
was elected President and
still holds that position today.
She has spent many many
hours on the project to bring
it to where it is today. There
are many more things that
need to be done. Probably
the most needed is to gain
access to the grounds from
the road.
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Jim Edward Rayl:

James Edward Rayl, 80, Spring-

field, MO., passed
away at 7:57 a.m. Thursday, March 23,
2000, in Cox Medical Center South.

Jim was born Sep. 24, 1919, in
Swedeborg, MO., to the late Merton C
and Ruth McMicken Rayl. Jim grew up
in Springfield and was a 1938 graduate
of Springfield Senior High School. He
was a veteran of the U.S. Army Air
Corps and was a Korean War Veteran
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps. Jim
was retired from the Military Reserves.
He graduated from SMS in 1957, was a
member of Masonic Lodge #5 and VFW
Post #963. also a Red Cross volunteer
with Disaster Relief Services.

Jim married Jean Carol Gaffga
Nov. 22, 1952. An active member of
Central Christian Church, Jim was dea-
con and member of the Loyal Workers
Sunday School class. He served on
many committees and was well known
for his handy-man work. Jim was a lov-
ing husband and devoted father.

He is survived by his wife, Jean, of
the home: a son, Douglas Keith Rayl,
Springfield, MO; a daughter and hus-
band, Brenda Elaine and Jim Mott,
Springfield, MO. Funeral services were
at 10 a.m. Mon., Mar. 27, 2000, in
Gorman-Scharpf Brentwood Chapel
with the Rev. Larry Snow officiat-
ing.Burial with full military honors at
the Missouri Veterans Cemetery.

Lucille “Granny” Appleby, 87,
Springfield, MO. died at 6:00 a.m., May
5, 1999, in Springfield Rehabilitation
and Healthcare Center.

After retirement she baby sat chil-
dren and was affectionately known as
“Bumble Bee” by the children.

She is survived by a son and his wife,
and five grandsons and their wives and
families. She was preceded in death by
her husband Lee Appleby.

Graveside services will be at 2:00
p-m. Thursday, May 6, 1999, in Green-
lawn Memorial Gardens under direction
of Greenlawn Funeral Home North.

Flora Mae Dulin, 89, Springfield,
passed away Wednesday, November 3,
1999 in Cox Medical Center North after

a long illness. She was born to George
D. & Sallie Cunningham White, on July
21, 1910 in Greene County, near the
Clear Creek and Elwood communities.
She joined the Clear Creek Methodist
Church and attended the area school.

Flora married Marvin A. Dale, on
May 20, 1944, Marvin preceded her in
death on Dec. 30, 1960. She had been
a member of Campbell United
Methodist Church for 50 years.  Flora
is survived by her husband Charles
Dulin, whom she married August 10,
1982. She is also survived by her sister
Lula Blackledge, Springfield, along
with many nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death by her five broth-
ers and four sisters.

Funeral services will be held at
10:00 a.m., Saturday Nov. 6, 1999, in
Klingner Mortuary Chapel with Rev’s
Bruce and Nancy Davis officiating.
Burial will be in the Clear Creek Ceme-

tery.

Notes from President Jean Rayl
New Major Thoroughfare Map for
Greene County

The December 7, 1999, edition of the
News Leader reported the County Com-
mission recently adopted a new map to
help officials make decisions involving
future development in all parts of
Greene County. One of the projects be-
ing considered would be the upgrading
of Valley Water Mill Road (Farm Road
102). The plan would be to move the
road a bit to the north of its present loca-
tion in order to accommodate increasing
traffic in the area.

Following the appearance of this arti-
cle, an appointment was made with the
County Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment. We voiced our concern about
changes being considered in the loca-
tion of Valley Water Mill Road. We ex-
plained that if the road is either widened
or perhaps moved some distance to the
north from its present location, the road
would be almost to the southern border
of the cemetery. The distance from our
fencing on the south to Valley Water
Mill Road is only some 500°.

Personnel of the Planning and
Zoning were cognizant of our lack of
ingress/egress, and went on to explain

that one of the negative aspects of mak-
ing Valley Water Mill Road into a ma-
jor thoroughfare is the existence of the
Valley Water Mill lake and dam, about
1-1/2 miles to the west of Union Camp-
ground. This factor, alone, might pre-
vent the creation of an east-west corri-
dor from Strafford, Missouri to High-
way H.

They assured us nothing was definite
at this time, but before the conversation
was brought to a close, we asked this
question: If the project proves to be a

viable option for future traffic flow,
would it be possible for a road to be con-
structed leading into our cemetery?
They could make no guarantees as to
this possibility but did seem genuinely
interested in our situation. As we de-
parted, they promised to contact our as-
sociation if any new developments oc-
cur.

About a year ago, a news release
mentioned that the State Highway De-
partment planned to widen Highway 65
north of 1-44 to Fair Grove, Missouri.
Since Highway 65 is immediately to the
west of the Union Campground, contact
was made with Gary Ludlam of the dis-
trict highway department offices. We
ask him if the highway department
could manage to create a roadway for
our cemetery. He explained that when
federal money is involved in building of
highways, then the states have to abide
by federal regulations and these regula-
tion only allow entryways at designated
locations.

We thought the membership of the
Union Campground Cemetery Associa-
tion would appreciate the above infor-
mation in order to know that your board
members and officers are trying to find
a solution to our ingress/egress problem.

Spring Creek Mill at Hurley, MO.

The Mill is under restoration, they will
have a show May 12-14, 2000, for a
fund raiser.

Hulston Mill at Greenefield, MO,

will have their fall show Oct. 6-8, 2000.
You will be able to tour the mill and the
other buildings that are being restored.







