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Annual Meeting

If you missed the Annual meeting
this summer, you missed an excellent
program. The history of The Wom­
mack Mill, and the Fair Grove Histori­
cal Society was presented by Maryln
Smith. Meeting was called to order
by President Jean Rayl. After a short
meeting and election of officers we
heard music from the Liberty Baptist
Church. Larry Voris demonstrated
grinding corn meal and corn grits.

Application Made to Greene County
Historic Sites Board

A few months ago, a telephone call
was received from Mr. Ken Elkins of

the Greene County Historic Sites Board.
He had heard about our cemetery and
wanted to meet with me to discuss the

history of Union Campground Ceme­
tery.

Mr. Elkins dropped by the house
one day and looked over the various
documents connected with our research,
and when he left, he took with him sev­
eral photographs, maps, newsletters,
etc. During the following weeks he kept
in touch with me, and then one morning
(September 12th) he telephoned to say
that the Historic Sites Board had ap­
proved our application.

He explained that the Board does
not usually approve a cemetery as an
historic site, but since the burials in
Union Campground had so many ties to
the early pioneers of Greene County, it
was felt the cemetery was worthy of
recognition.

One of the factors entering into
their decision, was the documented evi­

dence the cemetery was racially inte­
grated from its earliest inception.

The Historic Sites Board praised
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our association for its cooperation, en­
thusiasm and energetic approach to
restoring and preserving this piece of
Greene County history.

The next step in achieving historic
designation will be in the hands of the
Greene County Commissioners. This
procedure should take some five or six
weeks.

Signed: Jean Rayl

A MOMENT IN mSTORY
Elizabeth Snow Appleby

Research of Union Campground
began early in 1994. A new-looking
marble tombstone attracted our atten­

tion, simply because it was a recent ad­
dition and was set among other old and
broken stones in an area to the north­

west section of the cemetery. This area
later was determined to be the Freeman

family plot. The etched lettering on the
tombstone disclosed the following de­
tails:

Elizabeth Snow Appleby
Wife of

W.A. Appleby
Born: June 17, 1828
Died: May 21, 1864

We wondered who had cared

enough to replace a damaged stone, es­
pecially since the graveyard had been
abandoned for many years. We found
the answer we were seeking from the
Peryer Monument Company on West
Kearney, Springfield, MO. On April
14, 1971, Mr. Leonard Appleby (now
deceased) ordered a new tombstone for
Elizabeth Appleby. When the new
stone was completed on May 10, 1971,
it was delivered to Mr. Appleby to his
home address, Route 10, Springfield,
and he then took it to the cemetery and
set the stone by himself.

Marriage records of Greene
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County, MO., Book A, reveal Elizabeth
Snow was married to George W. Free­
man on November 29, 1846. Mr. Free­
man died a few years later in 1852. He
is buried in Union Campground. On
March 28, 1855, Elizabeth was united
in marriage to William A Appleby and
the ceremony was performed by Rev. C.
C. Williamson of the Kickapoo Prairie
Church (later to become Mt. Comfort
Church). The marriage took place at
the residence of Horace Snow.

William A. Appleby owned acreage
in Franklin Township. He first pur­
chased 80 acres in Section 27, Town­
ship 30, Range 21 on January 16, 1839.
He later purchased 40 acres in the same
section on January 26, 1848, then added
40 acres in the same section on March

24, 1856. For a number of years the
Hall School House, located on his prop­
erty, served as a meeting place for the
Bellview Presbyterian Church
(according to Holcombe's History of
Greene County, p. 899).

The Greene County Missouri 1860
Census lists William A. Appleby age
43; Elizabeth age 32; Samuel 4, Sarah
2; David 4/12; W.W. 19; Susannah 15;
Scott 12; John 11; Mary 9; William
Freeman 12; and George Freeman 7.
Fairbanks & Tuck, Vol. I, p. 864, men­
tions the marriage of Sarah L. Appleby
to Henry F. Kennedy on April 6, 1885.

When Elizabeth died, her remains
were probably placed by those of George
W. Freeman in Union Campground.
His tombstone was read in the 1960s by
individuals from the Church of the Lat­

ter Day Saints but at the present time his
stone cannot located. It could be one of
the weathered stones found on or near

the Freeman plot, but the lettering has
long-since been obliterated by the forces
of nature. Only a footstone has been
discovered bearing the initials
"G.W.F."
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Genealogy furnished by:
Jean Gaffga Rayl, Member,
Greene Co. Historical Soc.:
Member, Founders Park
Historical Research Committee

Edited by:

Joanna Coonrod, Great
Granddaughter of Elizabeth
Snow Appleby

The Camp Meeting

The phenomenon of camp meetings
originated in 1799/1800 and later be­
came known as ''the great revival move­
ment." The first outdoor meeting oc­
curred in Kentucky where a large as­
sembly of people gathered under the fo­
liage of trees and continued their reli­
gious exercises day and night. From all
reports, emotions ran high and great
numbers of individuals would fall to the
ground and remain unconscious until
they passed through their "trance."
This novel way of worship excited and
attracted huge numbers of people.

The open air meeting experience
began in areas of the Ozarks even before
counties were organized. Participants
would bring food to feed their own fami­
lies plus enough to share with the
preachers. It was a time for socializa­
tion as well as a time to strengthen their
religious ties through prayer and reflec­
tion.

People would travel from miles
around for this yearly four or five week
event, usually held in late summer
through early fall after the crops were
harvested. The very first meetings were
held without shelter of any kind except
the shelter provided by wagons. Later,
crude sheds were built as well as brush
arbors. There were areas set aside for
the men to pray and meditate and areas
set aside for the women to do the same.

Straw was a necessity and was fur­
nished to use wherever needed. A field
of grain was desirable for the livestock
and good, clear water from springs had
to be close by as well as wood for camp­
fires.

Earl T. Sechler commented in his
article, "our Religious Heritage,"

Church History of the Ozarks (1806­
1906), p. 23:

"The decline of the camp meeting
period was hastened by Civil War, sim­
ply through neglect. The war brought
such a collapse of moral standards and
interference of religious activities...that
the religious development was retarded
by several years. The Ozarks being the
field of many battles and the abode of
constant 'bushwhackers,' suffered
greater religious setbacks than North­
ern Missouri."

According to Joseph H. Hall Presbyte­
rian Conflict and Resolution on the
Missouri Frontier, p. 130, between
1861 and 1866 one-half of all the Cum­
berland Presbyterian Churches on the
roll became utterly extinct, not appear­
ing afterwards on the records. He
states, "churches were burned not only
by guerilla groups but also by federal
troops in retaliation for Confederate at­
tacks."

It makes us wonder today if the
trustees of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in 1866 were forced to sell the
39.6 acres, with the exception of the
graveyard, because the church meeting
house had been destroyed by fire and
families scattered throughout the re­
gion. Without sufficient membership
and funds, the congregation could no
longer exist.

Prepared by:
Jean Rayl, Member
Greene Co. Historical Society

ARCHIVES OF CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH RE­
VEAL OLD MINUTES DOCU­
MENTING EXISTENCE OF
UNION CAMPGROUND

Since research began on Union
Campground Cemetery a host of inter­
ested individuals and organizations
have been helping to carefully sift
through old files in an attempt to dis­
cover more about the origins of the
graveyard, the campgrounds and a met­
ing house. The public seems intrigued
by the mystery ofthis particular piece of
frontier history, perhaps because its lo­
cation and beauty stir the imagination.

A few weeks ago, Ireceived a tele-

THE UNION CAMPGROUND

phone call from Michael Fare, who is
serving as a member of The Committee
on History of the local Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. He shared with
me some exciting information relating
to the Union Campground and later
mailed some pages copied from a vol­
ume written in the 1950s by the Rev.
Eva Hughs, a Cumberland Presbyterian
minister. Rev. Hughs compiled a his­
tory of the Cumberland Presbyterian
churches in Missouri. Contained within
its pages were age-old minutes of the
Pleasant Valley Church in Wright
County Missouri. Under the "Period I,
Springfield Presbytery History," Union
Campground (Greene Co.) was
recorded as the meeting place for the
Springfield Presbytery in September
1851.

This mention of Union Camp­
ground in 1851 is the first documented
evidence that a campground existed and
further establishes the campground was
called "Union" a good ten years before
the outbreak of the Civil War.

According to the minutes men­
tioned above, the Springfield Presbytery
was duly constituted at the Pomme De
Terre Meeting House (formerly known
as Shiloh) in Polk County, Missouri in
April 1847. Listed below are dates and
meeting places for the Springfield Pres­
bytery 1848-1851:

Sep. 1848 At or near the Parish Home
(minutes do not elaborate
as to the exact location)

Mar. 1849 New Providence (this was on
the Danforth farm east of
Springfield)

Sept. 1849 At the Robert D. Smith
home

Mar. 1850 Frank Dunnegan home
(polk County)

Sept. 1850 Pleasant Valley Meeting
House

Mar. 1851 Y.A. Anderson home
(Greene County)

Sept 1851 Union Campground
(Greene County)

Quoting from Rev. Hugh' com­
ments on page 27 ofthe Pleasant Valley
minutes: (remember she wrote her vol­
ume in the 1950s
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