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Deed for approximately 99
acres in Township 29,
Range 21, Section 3 was
recorded from John J.
Faulkner to Sarah Ann
Rathbone for $100. This
became known as the
Rathbone Farm and
adjoined a portion of land
that is now Union
Campground Cemetery.
The Rathbones arrived on
the farm too late that year to
make a crop and it became
necessary to trade with the
neighboring Dulin family a
tea leaf pattern of ironstone
china and some heavy silver
plated flatware for wheat,
com and other food.

Through the years a
story has been handed down
in the Rathbone family
concerning an incident that
occurred during the Civil
War. The family had
settled into a life of farming
but were always on the alert
for soldiers who might be
roaming the countryside.
Their fears were realized
one day when troops arrived
on the property. Food and
livestock were confiscated
and the officer in charge
handed Thomas Rathbone a
‘detailed list of what had
been taken. Thomas was
told that after the war the
government would make
restitution. Thomas was so
angry, however, he tore the
list in shreds. After the war
ended the government
attempted to make

Restitution, but lacking
verification, no
compensation was granted.

“The Springfield, Mo.
Land Office Sales Book™
1833-1892 records that on
January 2, 1872 the
Rathbones acquired 39.58
acres in T29, R21, S3. In
July 1874 the farm was
sold. Later in that year
Sarah Ann died and was
buried in Union
Campground Cemetery.
The funeral folder
published at the time of her
death, reads: “The funeral
of Mrs. Sarah Ann
Rathbone will take place at
the Union Camp Ground,
six miles northeast of the
city, tomorrow, Wednesday,
September 16, 1874 at 3
o’clock. The friends and
acquaintances of the family
are respectfully invited to
attend.”

Paxson Funeral Home
Records of Springfield, Mo.
1871-1900 indicate Thomas
Rathbone purchased a #1
case and box for $25 on
September 15, 1874. This
coffin would have been
hauled by wagon from the
funeral home to the farm.
From the farm the
entourage would have
traveled the narrow dirt
road paralleling the Little
Sac River to the eastern
edge of the cemetery. The
pallbearers would have then
removed the coffin from the

Wagon and carried it to the
gravesite.

Sarah’s tombstone
cannot be located today.
The only clue as to its
possible location comes
from an account given by
Erma Rathbone Erickson,
now deceased, who was a
great granddaughter of
Sarah. Years ago, at the
conclusion of a musical
program, she was presented
with a bouquet of roses, and
she decided to go to Union
Campground to place the
flowers on Sarah’s grave.
As she approached the
grave she had to enter a
wrought iron enclosure.
(This also agrees with a
story told by Ross
Rathbone, a great grandson
of Sarah, who related
entering an iron gate to her
grave.)

An intact, wrought iron
enclosure surrounds the W.
N. McMurry family plot; a
smaller wrought iron
enclosure surrounds four
unmarked graves; and
remnants of another
wrought iron enclosure are
scattered throughout the
cemetery. Perhaps at one
time, these scattered
remnants surrounded the
graves of Sarah and her son,
Samuel.

The above genealogy is based on
material written by Beity Jane
Rathbone Turner, great grand-
daughter of Sarah Ann Warr
Rathbone.
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E:l:; :;d;r?’eﬁr;:cnm : UNION CAMPGROUND CEMETERY
hacyfenarCoresi " oCTOBER 1 2001 |
Betty Roy 2002 Balance, May 17. 2001 $1.135.28
Clarence Stiver 2002 Receipts:
Donna Stiver 2002 Donations: $1.050.00
Dues: 430.00
Betty Jane Tumer 2003 Garage Sale: 993.95
Bemie Stiver 2003 Rent on sign 150.00
Hazel Voris 2003 Adj. On Bank . 39.00
Total Receipts 2,662.95
James Appleby 2004 Total Balance & Receipts 3.798.23
Margaret Bredeman 2004 Dichircements:
Douglas Rayl 2004 Newslelter. 108.91
Sec. Of State 15.00
Cemetery location: U.S. Hwy Bank Serv. Fee 3.00
65 North at Valley Water Mill Bank Box rental 18.00
Road, Springfield, MO. Garage Sale exp. 175.50
Lawyer: 89.25
T : Total Disburscments: 409.66
gﬁﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁg? _ Baiance October 1. 2001 §3,388.57
Ground Cemetery Ass’n.,
1853 E. Gretna, Springfield,
Missouri 65804
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