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Cemetery Progress A MOMENT IN HISTORY Greetings
When the year 2006 closed out we WARREN JONES From the UCCA President
had made a lot of progress in the As you enter the walk-through gate

cemetery. It was a joint effort by many
that we got the cemetery cleaned to the
point that we were ready for dirt to
start filling the sunken graves.

We had offer of unmarked head
stones from Rite-Way concrete Prod-
ucts for us to set at the head of the un-
marked graves. We were in hopes of
starting 2007 with this phase of the
restoration praject.

But, you know the rest of the story.
We had a Ice Storm start on January
12. This was the mother of all ice
storms that hit the Ozarks and
Springfield area in many years. The
cemetery looked like a war zone.
Hopefully we can get it cleaned up by
the annual meeting on June 2.

So far we have spent 14 hours with
the chain saw just getting ready for the
cleanup to start. This makes it hard.
We had to start all over again and do
the cleanup again. But it hasn’t been
as bad as last year. As wet as it has
been in April we should have been
probing graves and getting ready for
the fill dirt instead of using the chain-
saw.

I talked to the Strafford Fire Chief
and it is all right for us to burn. We
don’t need a permit, we only have to
call him and report we are going to
burn so he can call 911 and let them
know. He knows where the cemetery is
located.

We are going to need a crew to
work on the fence. The neighbors on
the east and south have already fixed
the fence on those 2 sides. The north
side had 2 trees down on the fence and
it needs repair. Along the state side
there is about 4 places that needs re-
pair. 1 havebeen in the cemetery with
the tractor pushing brush to the old
road bed to burn. Will try to have the
brush burned by the meeting date.

at the northwest corner of Union
Campground Cemetery there is a faint
pathway leading into the grounds.
Some distance along this pathway, a
broken tombstone is to the left with a
footstone bearing the initials W.J.
The top of the tombstone is missing.
(editors note: The path is the old
road. It is visible since the cemetery
has been cleaned and it about 180
Jeet from the NW walk-in gate.)

A tombstone for Warren Jones was
in existence in the 1960s when John
& LeMerle Cockran read the stones in
the cemetery. They did not mention
the location of the stone. The name
Warren Jones was inscribed at the top
of the stone and his birth date was
given as, 1 April 1838, and death date
as 3 February 1910.

Very little information could be
found about Mr. Jones but the 1904
Plat Book of Greene Co. MO. had W.
Jones living on 10 acres near the Val-
ley Water Mill Lake and Dam
(T29 R21 S5).

The 1900 Federal Census of
Greene Co. MO. E.D. 61, Sheet 24,
North Campbell Township lists War-
ren Jones, Black, born 1 April 1838,
age 60, wife Martha, born January
1837, 9 children, 4 living, married 28
years, occupation farmer.

The birth date and death date for
Warren Jones in the 1900 census dif-
fer from the dates inscribed on his
tombstone.

Death Certificate #1502 (last
digit blurred) gives his birth date as
unknown and cause of death paralysis
and old age. The certificate verifies
burial in Union Campground
Cemetery.

We do not have any other docu-
mented burials in the cemetery with
the initials W_J.

Prepared by: Jean Gaffga Rayl

I sincerely hope you are having a
good 2007. With the January ice
storm we are still trying to recover
from, the passing of two of our
members, injuries and surgeries
others of our membership have
gone through... it all makes me
think "aught seven" (as my father
would have said) got off to a pretty
rough start. We do have trees
budding out and flowers blooming
again, so it looks like things will
get back to normal before too long
though. One of the things we
normally do about this time of year
is meet for our annual membership
meeting at the home of Vera
Chandler. More details about this
are covered as you read further in
the newsletter, but be sure to mark
June 2nd on your calendar. We
hope you are able to join us on that
day, for food and fellowship at
Vera's and for tours of the
cemetery (courtesy of Don
Holdway's golf cart) immediately
following our business meeting.
Some of our progress from last
year has been erased by mother
nature, but we are again getting
things shaped up and looking
better at the cemetery, thanks to
many volunteer hours. Larry and
Hazel Voris continue to lead the
charge in this category, and they
deserve our heartfelt "Thanks!"
Very soon we should be about
where we were last year in
restoration of the cemetery, and I
am sure we will make good
progress during the rest of "aught
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I would like to add telephone numbers
to the officers and directors and anyone

else that would like to be included.
Phone Numbers are All “417”

Rob Chandler 833-4501
Bettie Hickman 881-5424
Jean Rayl 881-4456
Elaine Mott 886-1296
Larry Voris 881-1587
Pansey Harvey 833-2023
Clarence Stiver 833-1419
Betty Jane Turner 862-6293
Joanna Coonrod 881-2501
Don Holdway 833-9684
Molly Faulkner 833-4503
Douglas Rayl 742-4967
Bernie Stiver 833-1044
Hazel Voris 881-1587
Vera Chandler 833-4503

e-mail addresses

I am adding e-mail addresses. This is a
easy way to communicate. If you would
like to have your e-mail address posted
please let me know. We do e-mail
occasionally on the progress of the
Cemetery. We have pictures on a
picture program that you can view the
progress that has been made at the
cemetery.
Bettie Hickman:

b.L hickman@worldnet.att.net
Betty Jane Turner:

bjt1617@sbcglobal.net
Clarence Stiver:

cdwe@aol.com
Dorothy Turner:

deeappleby@aol.com
Doug Rayl:

firechawke7(@aol.com
Elaine Mott:

emott65@mchsi.com
Molly Faulkner:

mfaulkner2001@yahoo.com
Robb Chandler:

robbchandler57@yahoo.com
Hazel Voris:

hmvoris@sbcglobal.net
Larry Voris:

Igvoris@sbcglobal.net

I am sure many of you have e-mail
address. We do not sell the address. We
like to keep this private.

The Sign
by Larry Voris

Hazel has been searching everywhere
for a great uncle that was killed in 1890.
This man’s name was Lem Grissom and
was her dad’s, mother’s brother. He
moved to Texas to work as a carpenter
in 1870. If you know anything about a
genealogist, it is a disease, far worse
than the tractor/engine bug.

Hazel found him in the 1880 Census
in Dayton, Texas and 1890 he was in
Shepard, Texas. He was killed in
Shepard, Texas on October 17, 1890.
Hazel’s dad always said he was killed in
a bar room brawl, fighting over a
woman.

When we started talking about going
to Florida for our 2007 winter vacation,
(some people call this snow-birding) it
was decided by her that we would need
to be on I-10 and the closest way was go
straight down to Texas and get on at
Houston and go east to Gulfport, MS
where our son Steve and wife Becky
live. Steve was deploying for Kuwait in
the middle of February. He is the
Chaplin for Seabees unit 133.

She started watching the weather
and told me we were leaving on Jan 10
this being 2 days before a bad storm was
to hit the Springfield area. We left
Springfield at 12:05 PM on Wednesday.
We stayed in Muskogee, OK that night
and on to Onalaska, TX on Thursday
night. (Onalaska is on Livingstone Lake
about 60 miles north of Houston, TX)
Friday we toured several small towns
where the uncle was supposed to have
lived. We started in Cold Springs, then
to Shepard. The library there didn’t

| have anything. Now, the library is to a
| genealogist, as a junk yard is to a tractor

person. I saw a sign close to the library
that said. First Responders and told her
they know about everything in the area
they cover. The lady was very nice and
told us about 4 cemeteries. We started
at the cemetery in Shepard and it was
close to the highway. We got there
quickly and the road went through the
middle of the small cemetery. We got
out and walked across the road and
through the 3-cornered part of the
cemetery. There were stones in the
1890’s, so it was possible he could have
been buried here. As I walked along the

| outer fence there wasn’t anything. I
looked up and said, “Lord you’re going to
have to give us a sign”. He probably
doesn’t have a headstone and there were
several sunken graves and after all it was
117 years ago. Then we walked across the
road and started looking there. It hadn’t
been mowed as close as the first side. As
I was stumbling through the 6 inch green
grass something caught my eye. I jumped
about a foot and I think I took 2 steps
before my feet touched the ground. It was
about 6 foot long, shiny dark blue snake
with a pointed tail and it was coiled It was
2 to 2-1/2 inches in diameter. I didn’t see
the head, I was to busy trying to get away.
The temperature was 72 degrees that
afternoon, now mind you this was the 12th
of January. I said I wanted a sign and I
got one. I told Hazel the search was over
because I got the sign. I say the old man
was buried on that spot. I didn’t need any
witching sticks to determine if there was a
grave at that spot. The color blue of a
snake triggered the thought it might be a
Blue Racer and they have been know to
chase you. When I was several steps away
I did look around to see where the snake
was. It was going through the fence. Then
I stopped running. Hazel just stood there
and watched it all happen.

Later that afternoon we were at the
Sam Houston Museum and Library where
Hazel mentioned my encounter with the
snake to the librarian. She questioned me
more about the snake. She said it could
have been a water moccasin/cotton mouth
or a rat snake. By the color blue it was
probably a rat snake. It was in a marsh
area with lots of water and brush on the
other side of the fence. We visited 2 court
houses and 6 cemeteries that afternoon.

While we were in our shirt sleeves at
72 degrees you were getting the worst ice
storm in history in the Springfield area. It
may have been cold in the south this
winter, but we never complained a bit.

We came back on March 11. The
first thing we did was go to the cemetery
and check and see how much damage
there was in the cemetery.

Vera Chandler has been in the
hospital and had a knee replaced.
I expect in a couple of months she will
be back on the lawnmower again.







