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A MOMENT IN HISTORY
Jane C Coldwell & LtlUTilA. Coldwell

On Dec. 11, 1853, a W. C. Cald-'
well married Jane C. Ellison, dau. <)f
Nancy and Thomas Ellison, (see
Greene Co. Missouri Marriage Book
A,. p. 282, Certificate #15) .. Both
Nancy and Thomas Ellison are buried
in Union Campground cemetery. It
would be helpful if more details were
available concerning the Caldwell
family. We only know what our old
cemetery wants to tell us. In the older
section of the cemetery are two tomb­
stones, one belonging to Jane C. Cald­
well and the other to Laura A Cald­
well. Inscriptions can easily be read
and are as follows: '

"-'-'me C. Caldwen. B: 20 Mar. 1833,
..1: 31 Jul. 1866, wife of W.C. Cald­
well.
This stone is broken in two pieces.
There is a footstone J.C.C. On the
lower part of the tombstone is this .
verse:

I know thou hast gone to the home
of thy rest. Then why should my soul
be so sad. I know thou haft gone
where the weary are blest. And the
mourner looks up and is glad.
Laura A. Caldwell, b: 6 Oct 1854, d:
26 Aug. 1863, dau. of W.C. and J.C.
Verse on the tombstone: God gave. He
took. He will restore. He doeth all
things well.

A footstone nearby bas the lettering
L.A C. Portions of the concrete are
stacked in vicinity of graves; suggest­
ing perhaps more burials are in the
plot There is no evidence that W.C.
Caldwell is buried beside his wife.
However, there is a possibility he
might be buried in the Caldwell Ceme-

~ry located 7 mileS southeast of Straf-
Jrd, MO. on the south side of the

James River, 1/4 mile off County Road
YY (Division Street Road). Thename
w.e. Caldwell is listed in the readings

Cemetery Established 1840

of this cemetery, giving a birth date of
22 Apr. 1818 and death date of 23
Nov. 1872.

As h3s happened so often in past
years of research, conflicting infOI'IWl­
tion and puzzling situations have oc­
curred. In the case ofW.C. Caldwell.
there were two gentlemen by this
name in the recorded history of
Greene County who lived and died
around the same time. One gentle­
men was a physician who practiced
medicine and owned property in the
Fair Grove, MO area. His wife's
name was Minerva (Langston) Cald­
well. In the Caldwell Family Bible,
Ozar'kin Vol. XV NO.4, Winter
1993, p. 150, a William C Caldwell is
listed as b: 2 Nov. 1922 and d: 11
Nov. 1895, If anyone in our reader­
ship has more information about ei- .
ther of the Caldwell families, please
send to the return address on the back
of the newsletter.

Prepared by: Jean Gaffga Rayl

DID YOU KNOW
The pioneers who settled on the

near what is now the site of Spring­
field, MO did not do any banking for
a period of fifteen years after they :first
established themselves here. Indeed,
they did not need any bank or much
money. They raised food for them­
selves and livestock; made their wear­
ing apparel and many of their imple­
ments of agriculture.

The little frontier trading post of
Springfield became of sufficient im­
portance to require banking facilities
in May 1845, when a branch of the
State Bank of Missouri was estab­
lished. \lith James H. McBride, presi­
dent; J.R Danforth, cashier; and C.A
Haden, clerk. This bank continued in •
business seventeen years when. to pre­
vent funds being captured by the Con­
federate Army, the money in its vaults
was taken by overland to St. Louis and
there deposited... it, least that is the
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general understanding.
(The above article was copied from
Past and Present of Greene County,
MO, Fairbanks & Tuck. Vol. I, p. 510,
published 1915.)

From the Prez.

I can't believe that it is time for an­
other newsletter. It was ahbhbb 6
months all most 7 months ago that we
got together for the annual meeting at
the Vera ChaD.dlerhomestead. I have
been busy all year. We had a wedding
just after the annual meeting and the
this fall I have been working and
teaching. It seems when I get a day off
there is always something around the
farm that needs to be done. I don't
guess any of you retired people even
remember working. do you. Well some
body has to do it so you can get your
checks every month. I appreciate all of
you that have worked in the cemetery
this fall to finish the cleanup of last
winters ice storm. I will try to help
more this ne~ spring. Idrive by and
look to the east and it looks good in
the cemetery. Ifwe can squeek by this
winter without any mass destruction
maybe we can see some more progress
next year. You all have a good winter
and God Bless.

ThePrez



Editors Note

If you would like a complete work log,
it can be e-mailed to you. We still plan
a few more work days this fall. The'~
leaves are starting to :fall and it is hard·_·
to see the downed stones. This is the

best the cemetery has looked since I
have been involved.

Thanks to all that have helped.

1il.5 hours to date Oct. 26~ 2007
Larry Voris 69.0 hours
Hazel Voris 44.0 hours
Doug Rayl 23.0 hours
Ben Gravely 19.0 hours
Jackie Warfel 5.0 hour
Don Holdway 4.5 hours
DorothyHoldway 1.0 hour

FireWood
There are several loads of fire wood at

the South end of the cemetery. It will take a
tractor to haul the logs out. Most of them
are 4-5 feet in length. The road/path is to
steep and uneven to get a vehicle into the
cemetery. The wood is fr~ to cemetery
members. All others should make a
donation to the cemetery association.
If we haul the wood up to the road there ~
be a charge. I'

Work Schedule for 2008
Mark your calendars for next spring.

We will need to rake the whole cemetery
of leaves and small twigs. This material
will be burned and then we can start the

probing of unseen head stones and start
marking the sunken graves. Then the
sunken graves can be filled with dirt
and leveled. This will be a big job too.
We will tIy to spray at least twice this
next year trying to keep the vine, grass
and brush under control.

As the printer is cranking out this
newsletter I am looking out the window
at ice on the trees. It is not a good site
to me. I keep thinking about the
cemetery and also thinking that our
trailer is in the barn and the temperature
in Gulfport is 75 degrees.

THE UNION CAMPGROUND

I2007 Annual Meeting Report
We met at the Vera Chandler farmstead

on Saturday, June 2, for our annual meeting.
The Board of Directors met at 10:00AM and
the General membership meeting started at
11:00 AM with the election of officers tor
the 2008 year starting the meeting and then
information on the cemetery. President
Robb Chandler talked about the progress of
second cleanup of the cemetery in 2-years.
Meaning we had to do it again after the ice

storm of 2007. At this time Larry Voris I

reported that the cleanup was about half I

done, 58 hours of work had been completed ,

that should have been put towards filling
sunken graves and getting ready for head
stones. Bernie Stiver has retired from the
board and Jackie Warfel is his replacement

We want to thank Bernie for the many years-,
of work and support he has given to the
restoration of the Union Campground
Cemetery.

Mr. Luttrel entertained with music
from the past while we were enjoying a great
picnic lunch. We had a tour scheduled to the
cemetery but, it rained all during lunch and
into early afternoon. The rest you will find
in the .meeting minutes fr~ the Sec'y
Elaine Mott.

Cemetery Work Log
It has been a long year woIking on

the Cemetery. It has been a lost year.
We are right now at about the same
place we were at this time last year. The
ice storm was a disaster to the cemetery.
There were limbs out of about every ~
in the cemetery that had to be cl~ed
up. There were several trees that had to

be removed completely. and a few more Ithat we haven't gotten around to yet.

We burned six large brush piles to clean Iup the brush.· We cut and hauled the
larger diameter logs to the south end to .

be used for:fire wood. IIThe area across the ditch on the .
southeast comer has been worked up I

and it will be pushed into the ditch for I'now.

We sprayed twice this summer and I'
this made a big difference. The last
time we sprayed we ran out of water and
didn't get the lower northeast comer
sprayed and the southeast comer
because the brush and logs hadn't been
picked up yet. The metal fence aro~d
the McMutry site took a hit from a big
limb. It needs some repair. The fence
along the state side needs some repair.
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e-mail addresses
I am adding e-mail addresses. This is a easy
way to communicate. If you would like to
have your e-InaiI address posted please let
me know. We do e-mail occasionally on the.
progress of the Cemetery. We have pictures
on a picture program that you can view the
progress that has been made at-the cemetery.
Ben Gravely:

marquitagravely@alltel.net
Bettie Hickman:

b.l.hickman@worldnet.attnet
Belt)' Jane Turner:

bjt1617@SbcgIobal.net
Clarence Stiver:

cdwe@aol.com
Dorothy Turner:

deeappleby@aol.com
DougRayl:

firehawke7@aol.com
Elaine Mott: .

emott65@mchsicom
Molly Faulkner:

mfaulkner200l@yahoo.com
Robb Chandler:

robbchandler57@yahoo.com
Hazel Voris:

hmvoris@sbcglobal.net
Larry Voris:

19voriS@Sbcglobal.net
Jackie Warfel

.jwarfeI70@yahoo.com
Don Holdway

fordjd@Peoplepc.com
I am sure many of you have e-mail adm-ess.
We do not sell the addresses.

Member information
I would like to add telephone numbers
to the officers and directors and anyone
else that would like to be included.
Phone Numbers are All "417"
Rob Chandler 833-4501
Bettie Hickman 881-5424
Jean Rayl 881-4456
Elaine Mott 886~1296
Larry Voris 881~1587
Pansey Harvey 833~2023
Clarence Stiver 833-1419
Betty Jane Turner 862~293
Joanna Coonrod 881-2501
Don Holdway 833-9684
Molly Faulkner 833-4503
Douglas Rayl. 742-4967
Jackie Warfel 742-3848
Hazel Voris 881-1587
Vera Chandler 833-4503




