
• THE UNION CAMPGROUND NEW~LETTER.
A publication of the Union Campground Cemetery Association

Volume 16 Issue 1 No 30

Annual Meeting for 2009
We have conflicts this year on

the Annual Meeting date. (We usu­
ally meet the first Saturday in June.)
Our President Robb Chandler has

family travel conflicts for the last
Saturday in May and the first Satur­
day in June. (please see below for
more information)

Message from the President
It certainly is hard to believe that

it has been another year already, but
it has, and it is time to meet again to
go over some business matters for
our association. We have always
enjoyed having our annual meeting
at the home of Vera Chandler, but
this year scheduling conflicts for
both the last Saturday in May and
the fIrst Saturday in June will pre­
vent us from benefIting from the
hospitality and the covered dish
meal we are used to there. (I apolo­
gize for any inconvenience this
change may cause for you, and I
know each of you have an open in­
vitation to come to the Chandler

home any time you can do so.) In
speaking with Larry, it looks like
our best option is to meet on the last
Friday of May, at Ryan's Steak­
house on East Kearney (just East of
Glenstone), for an evening dinner
meeting. Let's plan on the board
members arriving to meet at
5:30pm, with the rest of the mem­
bership to join us at 6pm for the
meal. The meal will be followed by
the meeting of the board and general
membership, which should start
about 6:30pm. We have the room
(in the North end of the restaurant)
from 5:30 until 8pm, so we have
lots of time to visit and "catch up"
with each other.

We have had lots of great accom­
plishments this year, and we are
poised for the completion of some
of the work currently in progress
and for more advancements in the
upkeep and appearance of the ceme­
tery. Please read the newsletter for
some accounts of the progress, and
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if at all possible, join us at Ryans' Steak­
house for this year's annual meeting. If
we don't get to see you this time, we sure
hope to be able to next time.

God bless you,
Robb Chandler

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES
A small book entitled "Personal Remi­

niscences and Fragments of the Early His­
tory of SpringfIeld and Greene County,
Missouri" can be found on the shelves of
the Greene County Public Library. It con­
tains stories related by pioneers and their
descendants at various old settlers' din­
ners through the years 1907-1911.

A gentleman named Jesse M. Kelly at­
tended one of the dinners. A portion of
his narrative is printed below, covering
the construction of houses, sleeping ar­
rangements, system of communications,
clothing and schooling.

" ...In respect to the houses that people
built in those days, they were made of
rough logs and usually about sixteen feet
square. There wasn't a nail in them nor a
piece of iron. They were what we called
rib and weight pole roofs. The ribs were
laid lengthwise to hold the boards, and
boards were laid on ribs and weight poles
were laid on the boards to hold them
down. The doors were made of clap­
boards similar to those on the roof, gener­
ally four feet long and nearly a foot wide.
They made a good roof, and the doors
were hung on wooden hinges. They had a
wooden latch on the inside with a string
tied to it and a hole above it, and the
string hung on the outside. If you were
outside and wanted to get in, all you had
to do was pull the string, and I suppose
that is the original of the phrase that the
latch string hangs on the outside.'

The sleeping arrangements in those
cabins consisted merely of what we called
a one-post bedstead. That is to say a post
was placed in the floor and a auger hole
was bored in the wall on one side and into

the wall on the opposite comer, and poles
were placed in those holes extending
across the upward pole, and boards
were laid across, and on top of that we
had a straw tick. We also had what we
called a trundle bed, which was built
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low enough to be pushed under this
bed which was to be used by the chil­
dren, and in our house there was three
of us children and we could all lie

with our heads in one way upon the
bed. After a while there was another

one sent down from the big bed, and
there were four of us. Then we had to

turn, two heads one way and two the
other way, and our feet went in be­
tween each other. After a while, when
there got to be five ofus in the trundle
bed, and we could not be fItted in that,
we had to be put crossways, and 1, be­
ing the oldest boy, by that time 1 was
to long, and 1 had to either let my
head hang out on one side or my feet
on the other.

"1 would like to speak of the things
of which we were deprived and which
the younger people may think indis­
pensable to business and comfort ...we
had no railroads, but we had our ox
teams and house teams which enabled
us to transport any of our products to
market. We hauled our wheat to

Boonville. We had no telegraph or
telephone, but we had a substitute; we
called it the 'dinner horn.' It was

made from the largest and longest ox
horn and had a suitable mouthpiece
carved in the small end with an open­
ing to the hollow of the horn. Any
woman or 10 year-old boy or girl
could blow this horn so that it might
be heard from one to three miles

away. This horn was used to call the
men from their work to breakfast, din­
ner or supper, but ifheard at any other
hour of the day or night it was known
as a signal for help. Everybody knew
the tone of every settlers horn, and
when heard at any hour between meal
hours, every man within hearing dis­
tance started at once for the cabin
from where the summons came. The
cabin might be surrounded buy a pack
of wolves, a panther or a wild cat
might have been seen in a tree, some
one might have been bitten by a

-continued on page 4
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Member Information
Phone Numbers are all "417"

Cemetery Location:
US Hwy 65 North of 1-44 at Valley
Water Mill Road, Springfield, MO.

Doug Rayl is our web site coordinator.
Check it out at:
http://www.unioncampgroundcemetery.org
We also have a web newsletter.
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A Moment in History

Eliza Thomas
B: 22 May 1820 D: 6 Jun 1849

wlo W. A. Thomas
Eliza is buried in Union Campground

Cemetery. We know this because her
weather-worn, broken tombstone was found
on the ground covered by leaves and dirt.
The inscription on the stone reads as
follows:

"You __ to God angles greet her,
join the seraph band

__ are springing now to meet her,
__ that glorious spirit land."

The only individual owning land in
the vicinity of the cemetery by the name
of Thomas had a first name of Woodson.

He is listed in the Springfield Land
Office Sales Book 1833-1892 p. 124 as
Woodson A Thomas owning acreage in
Section 4, Range 21, Township 29,
Greene County MO it seems likely that
Woodson A Thomas was the husband of
Eliza Thomas.

There is no record of a marriage in
Greene County, MO; they were probably
married in another state before moving
to Southwest Missouri. The census of

1850 for Greene County, MO gives us
the names of the Thomas family.

Census figures would have been
completed before the published date of
1850. Since Eliza Thomas was born in
1820 and died in 1849 she would have

been only 29 at the time of her death.
The census gives her age as 33 years.
The ages of her children listed in the
above census would fall within the life

span of Eliza.
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Balance April 26, 2009

Signed: Pansy Harvey, Treasurer

Union Campground Cemetery is on the
driving tour of historic sites in Greene
county. Thanks to Jackie Warfel for in­
cluding this in her new book.
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E-mail addresses:
Ben Gravely

marquitagravely@alltel.net
Bettie Hickman

b.l.hickman@worldnet.att.net
Betty Jane Turner

bjt1617@sbcglobal.net
Clarence Stiver
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Dee Appleby

deeappleby@aol.com
Doug Rayl
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ElaineMott
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Molly Faulkner

mfaulkner200 I@yahoo.com
Robb Chandler

robbchandler57@yahoo.com
Hazel Voris

lmvoris@sbcglobal.net
Larry Voris

19voris@sbcglobal.net
Jackie Warfel

jwarfeI70@yahoo.com
Don Holdway

fordjd@peoplepc.com
Don Harvey
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Address all inquiries to:
Robb Chandler, President
Union Campground Cemetery Assn.
4875 E. Cimarron Lane

Springfield, MO 65803
417-833-4501

Robb Chandler, President
Bettie Hickman, 1st Vice Pres.
Jean Rayl, 2nd Vice Pres.
Elaine Mott, Secretary
Larry Voris, Corresponding Sec'y
Pansy Harvey, Treasurer
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