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NEWSLETTER
Union Campground Cemetery Association

April 29, 1996

On March 8, 1996 a Quit Claim Deed was filed in the Greene County
Recorder's Office, Springfield, Missouri. The deed was granted
to the Union Campground Cemetery Association by the John Calvin
Presbytery, successor in interest to the Ozark Presbytery of
the Presbyterian Church USA. This means our association now
owns the Union Campground Cemetery.

Researching the cemetery and the old Cumberland Presbyterian
Church has sometimes been tedious and time consuming, but now
and then something turns up with surprising bits of information.
Last week, while researching records in the Greene County
Archives, one of the employees handed me an old document under
date of January 1861. He had discovered it while working on
some files in the archives.

It seems in January of 1861 two young men were charged
with maliciously and contemptuously disturbing a certain congre­
gation in assembly for religious worship by rude and indecent
behavior within their place of worship. At the top of the
circuit court document it identifies the neighborhood as the
one in which Union Campground is situated.

The wording of the above suggests two things (1) we now learn
the old church was still in existence in 1861, and (2) the name
of Union Campground was in use prior to the beginning of the
Civil War. It was a common practice to hold protracted camp
meetings in a campground setting, and according to History of
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church by B. W. McDonnold, 1888,
p. 18, it was perhaps through the McGee brothers--one a Methodist
and the other a Presbyterian--that what was called "the union"
was accomplished. The "union" was nothing more than a written
contract to commune together and hold meetings together--union
meetings.

It is entirely possible, of course, that during the Civil War
Union soldiers did camp on the grounds (remember that the
Cumberland Church originally purchased 39.6 acres) and the troops
would have had ample space for their horses, wagons and
campfires, and water would have been in abundant supply. Robert
Gaffga, a member of our cemetery association, has been quietly
collecting data on the Civil War aspect of the Valley Water
Mill area and, hopefully one day, some type of documentation
will become available to prove the presence of Union soldier
burials in the cemetery and other military activity in the
neighborhood.

Artifacts: Last October, Clarence Stiver spent a day at the
cemetery using his metal detector. He concentrated on the
southwest corner of the property where we have been unable to
find tombstones. He found a round metal object, measuring
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NOTICE
Decoration Day Dinner on the Grounds

Saturday, May 25, 1996
11:30 A.M.

Union Campground Cemetery
Springfield, Missouri

Corne and enjoy good food and fellowship! If we have a mild,
sunny day we will gather at the cemetery for our celebration.
If the weather proves to be cool and rainy we have been invited
to Vera Chandler's historic farm for an indoor picnic. Vera
has volunteered to serve as food chairperson and said the food
committee will furnish plates, cups, napkins and utensils.
Please call Vera (833-4503) to let her know how many will be
in your party. Please bring folding chairs for yourself and
guests. If you need a ride call 881-4456 (the Rayl residence).
A short business meeting will follow the meal.

BY-LAWS UPDATE

In order for our cemetery association to become incorporated
we adopted a set of by-laws based on those of the Rountree
Historic Park Association. We now need to refine these by-laws
to fit the needs of Union Campground Cemetery Association.

The By-Laws Committee met in February and presents the following
for your review:

1. During the short time of our existence as a cemetery
association we have nominated and elected officers
at the May meeting with officers assuming duties at
the annual meeting in September. Under the current
by-laws, Article IV, Election and Term of Office, the
"officers of the Corporation to be elected by the Board
of Directors at the first meeting of the directors held
after each annual meeting of the members."

Question: Would you prefer to elect the officers at the May
meeting, as we have done in the past? Or would you prefer that
the Board of Directors elect the officers at their first meeting
following the annual meeting in September?

2. At the first annual meeting of our association in 1994
the decision was made to have everyone serve on the
Board of Directors in order for all families to have
equal representation. The president has found it diffi­
cult to follow the above decision as she cannot always
call the entire membership to a meeting in order to
resolve routine business matters. It would be much
easier to try and contact a few individuals rather than
the entire membership.
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approximately 10" across, possibly some type of lid. The metal
had deteriorated in places but enough remained to observe the
object might have been manufactured in st. Louis, Mo. A partial
handle is evident in the center. Another metal piece was un­
earthed nearby resembling a hasp or hinge. A long metal length
of iron was also found. Could this be part of a gun barrel?
Numerous square nails were discovered. All items have been
labelled, numbered, photographed and placed in storage.

Fencing project: Pursuant to instructions of the membership
during the annual meeting last September, fencing was installed
on three sides of the cemetery. We owe special thanks to Bernie
Stiver and his volunteer crew: Clarence Stiver, Harry Stiver,
and Jim Rayl. The project was started last fall but had to
be discontinued during the winter months. Work resumed in
February and was just recently completed. The west side of
the cemetery had been fenced by the State Highway Department
when By-Pass 65 was constructed. Total cost of our fencing:
$406.47. Liability insurance was obtained and this amounted
to $163.00. Our checking account has a balance of $381.49.

Appreciation is extended to Flora and Charles Dulin for donating
one roll of barbed wire and to another member who gave a monetary
contribution. If you have been considering making a donation
to our treasury, it would certainly be appreciated!

Goals Accomplished in 1995-96

September 1995:
November

1995:

March

1996:
March

1996:

April

1996:

April

501(c)(3) tax status applied for and received
Missouri Sales Tax number applied for and
received
Fencing completed
Quit Claim Deed received and filed in Greene
County Recorder's Office
Soil Conservation Department advised procedures
to follow in future years regarding soil conser-
vation practices within boundaries of the
cemetery

1996: Wild flower specialist from the Springfield
Conservation Center identified wildflowers
in cemetery. Photographs were taken and are
on file

Annual dues: The annual dues are $10.00 per person. Anyone
interested in the perpetuation and preservation of the cemetery
is eligible to become a member. Please send dues and other
donations to: Mrs. Viola Nimmo, 5748 N. Farm Road 175,
Springfield, MO 65803. Dues are payable by September 1, 1996.




